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Dear parents and guardians,

I am writing to welcome you and your child to 3rd grade!  First, I’d like to give you a little information about myself and my classroom for this school year.   

First of all, in case you haven’t met me, my name is Lynn (Klostermann) McSparin, and I live in my hometown of Breese with my husband, Dustin, and our three children, Hannah (8), Ava (4½), and Noah (2½).  I attended St. Dominic Grade School (now All Saints Academy), Mater Dei High School, Millikin University, and SIU-Edwardsville.  I love to travel, read, exercise, spend time with my family, and sing and act with Clinton County Showcase.  Most importantly, though, I love to teach!

Over the past 12 years, I’ve taught at various grade levels, but my favorite has always been the intermediate grades.  I, therefore, am extremely excited about starting my 3rd year here at Germantown Elementary by teaching 3rd grade!  I plan to include many great ideas that I have used over the years and found over the summer, as well as tap into Mrs. Liening’s tried-and-true lessons.  Some of our 3rd-grade activities for this school year will include the following:

Cooperative Learning & Learning Centers – Because I want our classroom to be very student-centered, your child will often be working with partners and small groups to learn even more from classmates.  This tactic will allow me to give the children more individualized attention as I travel around the classroom helping the small groups. In learning centers, the students will be working on cross-curricular activities to reinforce the topics we’re covering in class.  

Accelerated Reader – AR this year will constitute 20% of your child’s reading grade. The students will take the STAR Test to determine their reading levels, and then I will give them a point goal, based on the AR program suggestions.  Each child’s AR grade is determined by taking an average of his/her point percentage and comprehension score.  The class will get time to read silently and take tests during school, but it is a good idea to set aside 10-15 minutes each evening to read.
		
Computer and Technology Activities – We will visit the computer lab at least once each week to work on various class activities.  In addition, we will use our classroom SmartBoard for BrainPOP, United Streaming, and other review games.  Some classroom computers will also be available for Accelerated Reader and other independent activities.

Projects – With some science and social studies units, the students will get to work on a project to reinforce the concepts learned in class.  These projects should be a fun learning experience for the class, and they will occasionally be able to work in partners.

Tests  – Spelling tests will be given on Fridays (or the last day of the week), and Reading tests will be given on Thursdays.  Other tests will be given as we finish a chapter in the book.  The class will receive study guides or notes to help prepare for tests, and we will play a review game in class the day before a test.

Homework – Homework will consist of the following daily assignments: 10 mins. of AR reading and a math worksheet (Side B).  In addition, students will occasionally need to complete an activity sheet or study for a test at home, as well as a “Correct & Return” sheet, on which they can earn partial credit for fixing mistakes.  Each student will have a Take-Home folder to use in transporting homework.  We will also use the assignment notebooks on a daily basis, so please sign them nightly.

Friday Folders – Graded homework papers and tests will go home on Fridays (or the last day of the week) in the Friday Folder.  In this folder, you will also see our weekly class note to inform you of any upcoming tests or projects.  Please look over the papers with your child during the weekend and sign the Friday Folder to return on Monday.

Student of the Week and Current Events Helper – Each week I will choose a student for each of these roles.  The Student of the Week will receive a poster on Friday to fill in over the weekend with information about him/herself.  The Current Events Helper will get to find a newspaper or magazine article on something interesting going on in our world.  I will list these roles on the weekly notes that go home in the Friday Folders, and the students will get to present them on Mondays.

Artists of the Month – Because I’ve taught art for 3 years, I’m very excited to bring some of my lessons into the 3rd-grade classroom.  I hope to teach the class about some famous artists and artworks throughout the year, so be looking for their “masterpieces” in the hallways and in their folders as they’re sent home.

Guest Speakers – To help the students better understand different topics that we will cover during the school year, I hope to bring in various guest speakers.  Some of these may include grandparents, actors from a community theatre, local businesspeople, a Revolutionary War re-enactor, and maybe even you!

On-Going Communication – To have a successful year, I plan to communicate with you as much as possible.  The weekly note, my updated website, and the assignment notebook are great ways to keep informed about what’s going on in our classroom.  In addition, I hope to see you at parent-teacher conferences.  If you ever have any questions or comments, though, please feel free to contact me via e-mail at lmcsparin@clinton.k12.il.us or by calling me at school at 523-4253.

To begin this communication, please read the attached forms and complete the ones that need to be returned to school.  I hope this will give you a good overview of our classroom for this school year.  I look forward to working with you and your child to make this a great year!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Lynn McSparin
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