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ASSESSMENTS
Virtually all school districts utilize two types of assessments; formative and normative.  Formative assessments are the local and national assessments that tell us how a particular child is doing at any given time.  The local assessments might take the form of a quiz, a test, an activity like a demonstration, or any method a teacher would use to assure that the child in question understands the concepts taught for the lesson at hand.  These formative assessments might be more accurately called progress monitoring.  When the assessment tells the teacher that the child does understand, they move on to the next lesson or concept.  If the assessment tells the teacher that the child does not understand, the lesson is re-taught; usually in a different method or form.  
The two national, formative assessments used for all children at Germantown include the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) which is a national achievement test given each October; and AIMSWeb which is a national curriculum based assessment used to help determine progress in reading and given three times per year.  AIMSWeb will also be used to help us with Math assessment beginning next year.  ITBS and AIMSWeb indicate to us particular strengths and/or weaknesses within our curriculum and allow us to reshape what we teach to assure we are offering a core curriculum that benefits the students at Germantown Elementary.  We also have several other assessments used for specific purposes, e.g., the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test (WIAT) used to diagnose specific reading problems for the teacher to focus instruction.

Normative assessments are used to determine whether or not the district’s students have reached a particular level of knowledge.  We administer the Illinois Student Achievement Test (ISAT) each spring.  ISAT measures whether or not our children know, and can demonstrate that they know, the information required by the Illinois Learning Standards (ILS).  Another normative assessment we give to all students is the Cognitive Abilities Test (Cog AT) in the fall.  Cog AT is a nationally-normed intelligence test.  

Please contact your child’s teacher regarding any specific questions you have about the assessments he/she uses. 

