HOMEWORK TIPS
1. Set up a homework space - Provide good lighting, a clean surface, and a place for extra paper, pencils, scissors, ruler, dictionary, calculator, calendar, etc. In some homes, the kitchen table, with a supply cabinet nearby, works because a child can do homework while parents clean up, available, but not hovering. For others, a private desk in the child’s room or next to a parent’s desk encourages focus and independence. Other ideas: Keep newsletters or other handouts from teachers in a folder nearby. Post a list of phone numbers for classmates to call in case of confusion or missing assignments. 
2. Create a routine - Check in with your child about homework early each day, even if your child is the type who needs a break right after school. Have a regular time, place and expectations for homework.  Look at the assignment notebook nightly.
3. Make homework time quiet time for all - Turn off the TV and other distractions. Parents can read, write a letter or do quiet household chores if their help is not needed.  Kids with no homework can read or play quiet games, puzzles or brain teasers until everyone is finished.  In some families, it works to share the same room; other families find it easier if they all retreat to their own quiet spaces.  
4. Be available, but don’t hover - Let your child work as independently as possible, but don’t be so busy you can’t help. Allow your child to take responsibility for their own work, even if it is not correct or complete. Offer guiding questions or comments rather than giving the answer. Encourage your child, “That’s a tough one. It’ll really be something when you figure that one out.” Or, “That problem reminds me of the one you got last week, only this time it looks like you need to subtract instead of add.” 
5. Stay connected - Read assignment notebooks and newsletters to know the topics your child is studying. Find ways to relate those topics to current events, family activities, or your own work.
6. Prepare for morning the night before - Allow enough time before bed to pack up or set out things like... library books, backpacks, clothes, shoes, coats, stuff for afterschool plans, etc. Any papers to sign? 
7. Open lines of communication - Let your child’s teacher know if you have questions about your child and homework. Find out if your child’s teacher prefers a note in their box, a phone call or an e-mail. (Note: At drop-off time, teachers are greeting our kids and helping them prepare for the day, and it’s usually not a good time to start a conversation.) 
8. Get a homework buddy - Some (but not all!) kids work better with a friend. A playdate can start with homework and then be extended for more play time. Parents can take turns supervising homework, which gives the kids new perspectives and support. 
9. Above all, know your child - There is no one right time, place or method to do homework. What works will depend a bit on your family’s schedule, but more importantly on your child’s unique abilities, energy level and learning style.  Some kids need a break after school while others need to get homework out of the way. Some kids work well with background noise like music; others need silence. Some will work best at a desk; others may want to spread out or move around as they work.  Incentives or rewards work for some but create anxiety in others. This is an opportunity to tune in to what makes your child unique and to foster a sense of independence and accomplishment.
